MAN'S  FIRST  IDEA  OF A WOODEN  BOAT:   HOLLOWING  A  TREE   TRUNK  ON  THE  NIGER

Perhaps it was a drowning savage, before history began, who clutched
at a floating branch and first conceived the idea of supporting himself
in the water. Tree-trunks floating down rivers certainly gave him two
of the ideas from which all boats began: the raft and the dug-out
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canoe. On the River Niger great tree-stems are still hollowed out by
burning and then trimmed with some form of adze. In the following
pages the history of boat-building unfolds itself in photographs of
craft actually built to-day by men in various states of civilisation.